
Leonard E. Yokurn, EsquLrr 
District Attoraw 
ZLat JudFcLat District 
b i t e ,  Loufsiana 70422 

T h i s  is in reference to a resolution by the 
- - .  . .

St. Helena Partsh Police Jury authorizing a change 
f r m  ward-by-rrard t o  at-large election sf the police 
jurors, which vae subf i t ted t o  g h  Attorney General . . .  
pursuant to Section 5 of t b  Voting Right8 Act uf 
1965. .. . 

As you may know, the atatute permitting rt-
large elcctioo of police 3urota  (Act 80. 4-45 paaad . 
during the 1968 touleiana leglalatfve scssiou) was 
subnitted t o  the Attorney General pursuant t o  SectLoa 
5 .  Tbe bplementatim of this statute, along w i t h  
the provisions ruthorfzisq at-large elections fot 
school board members (Act S61), uere objected t o  by 
him on June 26, 1969. Because of this earlier ob-
SectLon t o  the enabling leglrlatioa a d  federal 
c u u t  deciaioae affect- a t - & r ~ eelection problem, -
it appearn that S t .  Heleaa Parteb does not h ~ v a  _ ... .
authority t o  elect pol ice  juror8 on an at-Large -

busts. b the case of Dver v. p v e ,  307 F. Supp. - - 7 - .,
s ? . 

,974 @.D. HLa8. 1969). tbe c a t  ruled that M r 2 .  . .- . 
result of tha Attorney Generalor obgectioa ta tb. - .  
kaplcuentstfon of tb atate r tatute authorieing 
at-large elections for boards of auperviaorr Ln 
)If ssCsaippf, the supervlgora "do not have atam-
tory power or authority t o  provide" for such 
electtom. 

- . - - . --, . - - h - - . . - - . - -



We appreciate the  dffficultXct that s a y  result to 
particular parishes where a chaw@to &-large e l s t t l o ~ ~  
for policar jurors mw melther have a tacial purposcr 
nor a racLal effect ,  But we rat conclude that the 
A t Wmey General of tbe United Statea b toitbut p w e ~  
t o  supersede t h o  b u i ~ i a n alegislature By cawlag oot 
e x c c p t h n s  for pmticuler counties, Inatead, t b  mlutfoa 
would 8- h i e  with the fAuialana; %sgf~t r tu io ,  


