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ftr. S o h  F. Ward, Jr. 
spect11 Ccnznsol 
Evnrr~elineFatZsh S c b o l  Board 
770 Ilorth Street 
Batoa Rouge, Xxruhinri 70302 

Thic is in rcfcrence t o  tho ra1pport2ommf: 
planc for th2 Z=4:n~cL5.nel?l=ric!.r S d i i ~ lCoarc? a&-- ,,* P O I ~ C OJury', both o f  I.~LJ.-LIt K X C  GU:;':~~~CI] to t!lc 
Attoracy  G C C C Z Z ~p u x ; ~ ~ ? n t t orcction 5 OE the Voting 
Rigi~tsA c t  02,1955, Y3czc-cuhLssion were recoivod 
Hay 2, 1974. . . 

I 

Wo have givca careful cc)3siJarstlon to  t h  
subnittod cktngcc acd tI;? c;r;;l;orting wtcridl as 
vcll as t o  i n f o ~ ? ~ t 3 t i o nUI?? ccxmnts from interested 
par t i c s .  Evzn tl19r~:ll 172 h x a  c~dcavoredto cornply 
w i t l i  ycmr rclucst f o r  ~::?2ditr.dconsideration, b c c ~ i ~ r !  
of the Jctzy in obtaicing cY.cz=.2fication frorj your ofi  J - 3 

on ccr tn ln  arpcc t t  of th3 ~ i t ? h I t s i o n ,ve have beon w.?'.ie 
t o  recpmd as soon as in i tLt l ly  hnd been anticipated. 
RPJLVC~, m t lm basfa o f  CJTcvafu3tion of all tbo 

* 

fsctoro involved, we cannot conclude that the au'mittcd 
plam h=va nci thcr  t ? ~ ep ~ z o c onor tbo effect of abri(',,'ng 
tho  r i gh t  t o  vote bccauca of  race or color. 

Dur o3fcctim Zc b ~ s s d\Ton ix70 acpecta of th3.r: 
plan - the sub~cr~cacsof t i ,~LCicsntc o ~ c e n t r ~ t h n s  
of P:czro voters in to  nrrf ority-1-3-rlte rmlti-nc:J~ar dictq-: . t c ,  
pnrtirularlp the s ix  mr7bcr d f ~ t r i c t6, end tlln E A ~ I ~:.: .a-
t t o n  of this cll l tttLon of 1 :c~ov o t i n ~stren~thby &t! 



-- -- 

tjt1llzatfo.i: of a ~aj o r i t y  v o t s  requf rcmcnt, a3 eat%-cir.:;lo 
shot Zequfrmrnt, ~ I a ~ ~ c r ~ dt C ~ - m ngo=:6 c b 1  b& 
E L ~ C T Gand a ncibercd post S Y G ~ ~$ntho  1974 s c b o l  
board elections, 

B 

A a d a r  of rczcnt m r c 6  wtoe fSnd perthcnt  k 

our analysts and cc3siCcratton of thls s u b i s ~ i o a  
bvolvhq, as it docs, m l t i - m b c r  districts ,  nur;rborcd 
post a ,  majority -20Cf and an antL-~ i r@er ~ q u i r ~ ~ e n t ,  
ahot provislaa, The m o ~ trccent w s c s  are Z?~v?er9, 
.TP~i th -n ,Mo. 71-2CQ9 (5th Clr. Snpt. 12. 19'13) & b~vc). : 

!nd 'llcrrnr V. 1.70. 71-2221 (5th Cir. Dcc. 23,~ l c ~ c . i t ? - ? ~ ,  
.1 9 7 3 Y ~ ~ c s en:o c;;cs are brrf t*m latest in a eerie6 

vSich b?vc mde I t  c I ~ rtbt  at-far~oel~ctl0118are 
d i c c r ~ l r n t o r yw>=ra t1:cra is a history of diocrkninatton 
aza lmt  a nrnori ty  recc and the diecrinLLztioa b7s h~d 
e m  ~ o s i d t x feffect qa aczbaro of tho mhority race or . ..,-
hqs had the cf lcct  of ihaping pcople'8 attitudu8 so tilet 
mca $8 s fac tor  in p o l i t i c o ,  Cco alco, 131tto v. .-,,--D Rm e - r  t+r 
412 U.S. 755 (1973), nrE'g  -- V, R-FcI;, 343 P. svp;,.Cr-y-s 
704 0J.D. Tcxis  1972); &ii-yPtdc l ' . . tnraa  V. Apn3 tc4 r: - *.err 
354 F. Sup?. 1322 (D.?.C. 1 9 i Z ) .  --nf ' i 'd ,  410 0.8. 952 
'(1973) ;--ST-? v. !.-T?:, 326 F. Eupp. 924 (f1.D. Als. 1972). 
nfPtd,  403 U.S. 9:2 (1372); ~ f 3-- L * y ,  0. G m - ~ m - r of tnr*fc':-=,
333 1.'. S t p p .  452 (E.D. La. ICJlf),crff'rl R R  t o  IrrJnlif"'  ! 

) Iof r r l t l - r - . - * ? ~ n r r l l c t - l e t s  457 Po Zd 7.36 (5& lLtljl--- ---- --L*- :ilk0 
G - . * . T - c . ~ ~V. ; ' - 3  e r n 1  3 ' " ~--- *- ---.--n 411 U.S. 526 (1973); Trrptnv v. 
--- - 1 - 4'3 1 U .S , l r j l  (1972). The rachlly discrii- Lr.-.. t d q -
e i i e c t  of tho nm3crcd post aysten Ins been recomi~ccl 

t 7 . ,pn~f i - , tnr  B~T-TT*---P-*ten v. Eeott, 336 P. Cv-pp.
C---

235 (D. X.C. 1912); and Clms v. fL-?s, = - E n  and h 
I t - ? - ~ ? l c n  v. 1 7 ~ r . t  C.A. 123. 72-45, (DoS.Cm, Apr. 7, 13;'2),
--7---.s 
t b  ant i -ahs la  chat dcvica rr12;-ilarlywas Lnvalidntoc'. 

fn vim of tkcse Zc,n,al prcccdcnts, t o  t.5ich v c  
f e d  o b l l ~ ? t c dto  gt*a g?.;'?ztt.xf.$~t,m d  on a13 bani6 o a  
OX f i n d i n y ,  t l t c r ~ f o r c ,f:\?: cn:1;13t e o a ~ f r * c ~ z ~rn rr: :. rn? .-c t ~  

tho VotLr.3 P . i~? : t r ,Act, t!nt plans :. '.I1tkd r c ~ ~ ~ o z t ~ . ~ n i x ~ t  
not b v a  t1n <?f:ecS of ~ S r i L f g k i ~  cou- ':tha risrt t o  voto 03 n 

0 

http:(DoS.Cm


). of race or color ,  For t l ~ rrcacon I mrrt, on behalf 
of the Attorney  General, interpota on objection t o  
the L n p l m c n t a t i ~ nof thc s u h l t t ~ dplnns. 

. ,' 

We 2wve reached this conclueion reluctnntly 
b c n u s o  .wh AIIIJT~ ~ C T B C J ~ Uthe coap~cxitiesfacing 
the parish ia d c ~ i ~ n L n ar e o ? p o r t l m c n t  plans t o  
satisfy the needs oE tha parish and its citizcns urd 
8imultaneously t o  cmply with the mnnciuta of tho 
federal C o n ~ t i m t i o nand W~E.We are persuaded, 
L w e ' v ' e ~ ~that tho Voting Rights Act compels chis result. 

r 

Of couteo, Section 5 pcrmita you to seek u 
declaratory jud~wnt:frm tha District Court far the 
District of Col1n5tn thxt this plan ncfthcr has the 
purpoce nor w i l l  hqvo t3c effect  of denying or obridning 
tho right: to vote on accocnt of rzca. GntF1 such a --. r

j u d p n t  is rendered by t h t  Court, hwcver, tho leg.31 .-

e f f e c t  of tha objccthn 04 the Attolncy .  Ccneral is t o  
rendor .unenForccsblcthe su7>mittedredistricting plans. 

.. 

We ehould further polxzt out that"^ review of 
our records inclicatcs'that no pol l ing place or 
proc-Lnct chngcs In Lkanzclinc Parith have beea 
properly o u h i t t e d  to  tile United Statca Dio trict 
Court for the District of Colmbia for judicbl  
review or t o  tha Attorney  Ccceral for administrative 
revieu as required by SectLon 5 of the Voting Rights 
A c t  of 1965. Xf our infomation 1s carract, it is 
necessary that any and a l l  such changez made sfnce 
3365, including tkocc chzqcrr which w i l l  be implcncnted 
in coajmction w i t h  any rcn2portibnmcnt plans for tho 
School Board and Yolico Jury, clthar be brought before , 



tho District Court fcr the District of C o l d i s  or 
s ' i tMtted to the Attorney  General. Changes in proco-
dure which affect  vot- are unc\,nforccsbla unless and 
until the Section 5 prcclcaranco requixcmcato 
been nto t .  rn 

J. STMZEP w m c m  

A e s l s t a n t  Attorney Central 


Civil Rwts DivLsSon 



