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,,his i a  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  r.ippo;tiomant o f  the.'&i14**,.,;.-.;-+:d .  '.: 

jury and achool board i n  Madiaon Par i ah ,  L o u i s i m a ;  pubsi~;td:::?~:2.2:~?flcyi'... !$;,.. ;,..,. , ,..- 3; 
t o  the  Attorney General pursuant  t o  Sect ion 5 'of the,Vottnr(.::>.-,:=-j..;.!-,.-. 

Rights  Act of 1965, a r  amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973c.. Yout:mb~Sc#&es1+'593''
. . . . . .  ... , . .  :, ;' ?!,'.= ': ',:,'"".'d;,.:,&;..A !-.was completed on June 17, 1982. . 
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. '.. . .::;; :;...: , , .  . -.:' . .. . ' . .We have given c a r e f u l  con8 i d e r a t  ion  t o  the (ngorutf mi -,.;.,;. *..:,:+:,:. . .. 
you have provided ar w e l l  ar t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  from our. ft ler qnd . ' 

from o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  par t see . '  On the bar11 of our inalyaia we. 

a r e  unable to  conclude t h a t  t h e  new plan  doer n o t  have a r a c i a l l y  

d iscr iminatory  purpore o r  e f f e c t .  


Our a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p lan  under submiesion i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

i ts  i n e v i t a b l e  e f f e c t  w i l l  be t o  d i l u t e  t h e  vo t ing  s t r e n g t h  of  

bLack c i t i z e n 8  i n  Madison Pariah.  Even t h o u ~ h  b lack  vot ing  


, e t reng th  18 preserved i n  t h r e e  of t h e  e .x ie t ing  wards with black 

m a j o r i t i e e ,  t h e  t rea tment  of t h e  f o u r t h  such ward, Ward 3, r a i s e s  

concerna . Under the  e x i s t i n g  plan b lacks  c o n e t i t u t e  61.4 

percent  of t h e  populat ion of Ward 3. The e l e c t i o n  and r e e l e c t i o n  

of a black to  t h e  school  board from. t h a t  ward i n d i c a t e  that 

black  r e s i d e n t 8  of t h a t  ward posses8 t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e l e c t  ing 

r ep resen ta t ion  of t h e i r  choice.  The submit ted redistricting 

reduces t h e  percenta  e of b lack  r e s i d e n t s  i n  Ward 3 t o  54 

percent ,  e u b s t a n t i a lf y reducing and v i r t u a l l y  e l imina t ing  t h a t  

p o t e n t i a l .  Although the 1980 Censua revealed  t h a t  Ward 3 

exceeded t h e  i d e a l  d i a t r i c t  s i z e  by 15.2 p e r c e n t ,  it would 

appear that the ward'r populat ion could e a e i l y  have been reduced 

by t h e  requirite amount without reducing the  ward'. black 

vot ing  e ttength. 




The v o t i n g  Right8  A c t  p r o s c r i b e s  any change which would 
.lead t o  r r e t r o g r e a r i o n  i n  t h o  p o r i t i o n  of rac ia l  r i n o r i t i b m  
w i t h  rermct to t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  electoral 
franchie;.. v. Uni ted  States,  425 U.8. 13.0, 1 4 1  (1976). 
~n view af dircuarr .6 above, I c a n n o t  concluds 
t h a t  the p a r i a h  has ahown t h e  absence o f  s u c h  an e f f e c t  i n  t h i s  
rare. Accordingly, o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G.n*ralt 1 rust 
i n t e r p s o  a n  pbject i o n  to the r a d i n t r i c t i w  plan.. 

- .. 

u n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  D i n t r i c t  C o u r t  for 

t h i s  change ha8 n e i t h e r  t h e  

d e n y ing or aby idg ing  t h e  

color or  membarship i n  a 

t h e  ~ r o c e d u r e b  for t h e  ~ d m i 
n i s t r a t i o n  of 

51.44) pmit  you to 


. t h e  redistricting plan8 S a g a l l y  unbnforceab la .  8.a a1.o-28 . - -
C.C.R. 51.9. 1 

I 

To ena 'blb t h i s  Department  t o  maet i t 8  r e r p o n m i b i l i t y  
t o  e n f o r c e  the V o t i n g  R i g h t s  A c t ,  p l e a s e  inform us of t h e  
c o u r s e  of a c t i o n  Madison P a r i s h  p l a n 8  to take w i t h  respect to 
t h f o  matter, I f  you have any  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  le t ter ,  
p l e a 8 0  feel free t o  call Carl W. Gabel (202-724-8388), Director 
of the S e c t i o n  5 U n i t  of  t h e  Vot ing  S e c t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

~ a s i r t a n t~ t t o r n a y - ~ e n e r a l  
C i v i l  Right8 Divirion 


