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Dear Mr. Sibley: 

Tbib W-in reference t o  the ~ a t r l o t l n gplan for.the -
police Jury and the  8chool board and t h e  realignment of voting
p r e c l n c t ~in St ,  Helena Pariah, Louirisna, submitted t o  the -Attorney Qeneral  pursuant t o  Section 5 of the  V o t i n g  R i g h t s
Act of 1965, as amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973~. Your submiusion 
was completed on February 8, 1983. 

We have given careful  consideration t o  the  information 
which you have provided, a s  well a8 to  information and comments 
from other Interested part ies .  Our analysie reveals that 
black c i t izens  cons t i tu te  51.4 percent of the t o t a l  population 
of St.  Helena Parish and t h a t  bloc voting along r ac ia l  l i n e s  
seema t o  exist. Further, t h e  apportionment plan presently i n  
e f fec t  provide8 the black commmlty with three d i s t r i c t s  (Nos. 
2, 3, and 5) i n  which blacks constitute more than 60 percent
of the  population and thus have t h e  potent ia l  f o r  e lect lng a 
candidate of their  choice t o  the  echo01 board and police jury, 
The proposed plan, however, unnecessarily reduces the  number 
of d i s t r i c t s  (from three  t o  tuo) i n  which black8 a r e  l ike ly  t o  
have t h i s  p o t e n t l a .  

According t o  1980 Census data,  we f ind  that only two 
of the exis t ing d i s t r i c t s  (Nos. 2 and 6)  were s ign i t l can t ly
malapportioned; we also note t h a t  minor adjustments t o  Dis t r i c t  
Nos. 1, 2, and 6 would l i k e l y  re8ul t  i n  districts with nearly 
equal population without adversely a f f e c t  ing minority votlng
strength. In t h l ~regard, it appears t h a t  the minority corn- 
munltyla suggestion of making only the changes i n  the existing
plan tha t  were necessary was ignored; on the other hanb, we 
note t ha t  suggestions fram t h e  white community, which necessi-
ta ted  changes i n  f i v e  of the  s i x  d i s t r i c t s ,  were not only
accommodated but resulted i n  an impermissible retrogression or  

the  position of the  black voting ~ t r e n g t h  i n  St .  Relena Parish. 

See Beer United States,  425 U.S. 330 (1976).P O  
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Under Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act ,  the  submitting 
authority has the burden of showing that aubmltted changes 

+. - .
have nq d l a criminatorg purpose o r  effect. See Ueor %ar. - . - + ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ . . ~ -
United States, 411 U.S. 526 (1973); nee a l r o  the  7-rocedures 

. . .f o r  t h e  Admlniatratlon ef Section 5 (28 CoFaRa S.38) .
l i g h t  of the considerations dinous8ed above, I cannot aoncltade, 
a s  I must under t h e  Voting Right8 Act, t h a t  t h a t  burden has 
been auetalned In t h i s  instance. Therefore, on behalf of the 
Attorney General, I must object t o  the r a d l r t r i c t l a g  plan f o r  
the  police jury and t he  school board and the realignment or 
vatlag precincts a St. Relena Parish. 

Of course, as provided bg Seation 5 of the Voting R i g h t 8
Act, you bava the rl@tto  re& a declaratory' jtadgmnt -oak tho 
United Stater D Z m . C wili~ oFCbXbmbZ&~--z::.t)ie D%stw& 
these changes have neither t he  purpose nor w i l l  have the effect 
of denying o r  abridging the right to  vote on accorrnt oll race OF 
color. Ii2 Bdaiti~n,Section 51.44 of the guideline8 permltb you 
t o  request t h a t  the Attorney Qeneral reconsider the ob3eetion. 
However, u n t l l  the ob3ection l a  wlthdraun o r  the judgment from 
the  Dis t r i c t  of Columbia Court Is obtained, t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  
objection by the Attorney General i s  t o  make the  aubmitted 
changes legally unenforceable. See a l so  28 CoFeR. 51.9. 

TO enable t h i s  Department to meet r e ~ p o n u i b i ~ ~ t ~t t a  t o  
enforce the  Voting Rights  Act, please inform us or  t h e  tourae 
of action St. Helena Parish plans t o  take with respect t o  this 
matter. IS you have any questions concerning th is  l e t t e r ,  
please feel free to  c a l l  Sandra S. Coleman (202-124-6718). 
Deputy Director of the Section 5 Unit of the Voting Section. 

Sincerely, 
n 

A8slatant Attorney QeneraA 
C i v i l  R i g h t s  Divlsion 


