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Dear M r .  Hatcher: 

This i s  i n  r e fe rence  t o  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  o f  councilmanic 
d i s t r i c t s  f o r  t h e  C i t y  of New I b e r i a  i n  Iberia Parish. Louisiana.  
submitted t o  t h e  ~ t t o k n e  General pursuant t o  s e c t i o n - 5  of  t h e  
Voting Rights Act of 1963 , as amended, 42 U.S.C. 1973~. We 
received t h e  information t o  complete your submisefon on October 7 ,  
1983. 

We have reviewed c a r e f u l l y  t h e  information you suppl ied ,  
as well as 1980 Census d a t a  and comments and information Rrovided 
by o the r  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s .  We note  t h a t  according to  t e 1980 
Census, New I b e r i a  had a t o t a l  populat ion of  32,905, of whom 
9,473 (28.8%) were black. From all t h a t  appears ,  t h i s  r ep resen t s  
a s i g n i f i c a n t  increase from t h e  minor i ty  percentage of  the 1970 
Census and even represen t s  an increase  i n  t h e  minor i ty  percentage 
since the time of the Spec ia l  Census t a k e n . i n  New I b e r i a  i n  
1976. 

I n  s p i t e  of the inc rease  i n  minor i ty  popula t ion ,  t h e  c i t y  
appears t o  have made a conscious e f f o r t  t o  mainta in  e f f e c t i v e  
minori ty  vot ing  s t r e n g t h  a t  the l e v e l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1976. Thus, 
the pro  osed Ian provides fo r  only one d i s t r i c t  ( D i s t r i c t  No. 2)
i n  whicri blac!v o t e r s  l i k e l y  are  a b l e  t o  elect a candidate  of  
t h e i r  choice t o  t h e  c i t y  counci l  d e s p i t e  repeated  reques ts  by the  
minority community t h a t  the c i t y  cons ider  a l t e r n a t e  p lans  which 
would b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  minor i ty  vot ing  s t r e n g t h  a s  it e x i s t s  i n  
New Ibe r i a .  Not only were such r eques t s  ignored,  but also t h e  



c i t y  e l e c t e d  t o  adhere t o  d i s t r i c t  l i n e 8  t h a t  needlese ly  f rag-
mented t h e  minor i ty  community. Since t h e  e x i s t i n g  court-ordered 
p lan  was never p rec lea red ,  t h e r e  i s  no reason t o  i n e i s t  on perpet-  
u a t i n g  i t s  conf igura t ion ,  a r t i c u l a r l y  where (as here)  t o  do so  
produces discriminatory efPe c t s  and no l e g i t i m a t e  nonrac ia l  reason 
has been o f fe red .  

Under Sect ion  5 of t h e  Voting Rights  Act,  t h e  submit t ing 
a u t h o r i t y  has the  burden of showing t h a t  a submitted change 
has no d i sc r imina to ry  purpose o r  e f f e c t .  See Geor ia v. 
United S t a t e s ,  411 U.S. h$-tocedures526 (1973); s e e  a l s o  t e 
Tor t h e  Administrat ion of Sec t ion  5 (28 C.F.R. 51.39(e)). Ln 
l i g h t  of t h e  cons ide ra t ions  discussed above, I cannot conclude, 
as  I must under t h e  Voting Rights  A c t ,  t h a t  t h a t  burden has 
been sustained i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e .  Therefore,  on behalf  of the  
Attorney General, I must o b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  of t h e  
councilmanic d i s t r i c t s  f o r  the  C i t y  of New I b e r i a .  

O f  course ,  as provided by Sec t ion  5 of t h e  Voting Rights 
Act ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  seek a dec la ra to ry  judgment from the  
United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Court f o r  t h e  District of Columbia t h a t  
t h i s  change has n e i t h e r  t h e  purpose nor  w i l l  have t h e  e f f e c t  of 
denying o r  abr idging  t h e  r i g h t  t o  vote  on account of r a c e  o r  
co lor .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Sec t ion  51.44 of t h e  gu ide l ines  permits  
you t o  r eques t  t h a t  t h e  Attorney General recons ider  t h e  objec- 
t ion .  However, u n t i l  t h e  ob jec t ion  i s  withdrawn o r  t h e  judgment 
from t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Court i s  obtained,  t h e  e f f e c t  of 
t h e  ob jec t ion  by t h e  Attorney General i s  t o  make t h e  r e d i s t r i c t i n g  
plan legally unenforceable.  28 C.F.R. 51.9. 

To enable  t h i s  Department t o  meet i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  
enforce  t h e  Voting Rights  A c t ,  ple 'ase inform us  of t h e  course of 
ac t ion  t h e  City of New I b e r i a  p lans  t o  t ake  wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  
matter .  I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s ,  f e e l  f r e e  t o  call Sandra S. 
Coleman (202-724-671 a), Deputy Direc tor  of t h e  Sect ion  '5 Unit  of 
t h e  Voting Sect ion .  

S ince re ly ,  

-
Wm. Bradford Reynolds 


Assis t a n t  Attorney General 

C i v i l  Rights  d i v i s i o n  



